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Regular Meeting 
April 18 19:30 local 


300 J ay Scutti Boulevard 
Gander Mountain 
Meeting Room 


WA2CBU/AF2K Gibraltar DXpedition 


DXpeditions have certainly changed over the years; 
witness the recent half-million dollar 3Y@ trip to Peter 
|. To return to reality, we'll have the pleasure of 
hearing from two local DXpeditioners who made a trip 
to ZB / Gibraltar..way back in 1978! This will give us a 
unique perspective on how things have changed. 


Russ McKay, WA2CBU (now W2RMM) / ZB2EM, and Irv 
Goodman, AF2K / ZB2EN, will relive their journey for 
us with maps, slides, and recollections of the unique 
thrill of “being DX.” 


Come hear their first-hand account at the April 18th 
RDXA meeting. 


Social after the Meeting 


Scotch & Sirloin 
Winton Plaza 


By Dave Wright - N2CK 


Here we go again, writing my column on 
Friday of the last day of submission. Sorry 
about this Mike! Having edited the 
newsletter in the past, I know what an 
annoyance it is waiting for articles to arrive. 


President’s Soapbox 


First some bad news, due to a 
miscommunication, we need to find an 
alternative site for the May meeting. Some 
background here, when I took office in 


September last year, one of my first duties was to call Gander 
Mountain to arrange for the lodge for 2006. With the exception of 
July and August. I was told it was ours. This was done over the 
phone, and not in person (something to remember for later!). When 
I arrived for the March meeting, and went into the lodge to start 
setting up for my DX4WIN presentation someone approached me 
from the front desk. It seems that they had someone else booked 
for March and that we weren’t “in the book”. I sat with a manager, 
and explained that I called in Sept of 2005, and that we had met 
there September — February with the exception of December. They 
ended up finding an alternative spot for the other group who “was 
in the book” for March. Irv, with his usual tenacity, worked with 
the manager to make sure we could use the site this month. 
However now we need to find something else for May. One idea 
we floated at the Board meeting was to have it at Mendon Ponds 
Park, at the shelter we are going to again use for Field Day. As 
May is typically Field Day planning, it seemed appropriate. As of 
this writing, nothing concrete has been decided. We’ll keep you 
apprised via email as to the new meeting location. I believe we’ll 
also have a conflict with the October and November meeting as 
well. But hopefully that’s far enough out we can get that resolved 
with an acceptable solution for everyone. 


Have you ever thought you might want to get more involved in the 
inner workings of the Club? Ever wondered just exactly what goes 
on at Board meetings? Ever want to help focus the direction of the 
Club? Well, if you answered yes to one or more of those questions, 
we’ ve got an opportunity for you. After many combined years of 
service to the club Paul, NZOPW, Gene, W2LU, and Paul, K2DB 
are stepping down from the Board of Directors (hmmm, perhaps 
I’m working them too hard!). Please join me in thanking them for 
their dedication and service to the Club. Now this is where you the 
reader, come in. Consider making next year one to get involved. 
The time required is not excessive. Our Board meetings are usually 
the week prior to the regular meeting, and consist of part business, 
part socialization, and just plain fun. Yes, there is an occasional 
assignment to a task, but for the most part we’re a highly sociable 
group and BOD meetings are an extension of the socialization side 
of this fine group of people. It is my understanding (as of this 
writing) that Vic and Charlie are planning on another term, as am I, 
so this is a real good opportunity to step up and participate a little 
more in-depth in your club. 


I’m going to throw out one more final plea for the combined 
RVHE/RDXA Banquet, to be held April 22", at the Pineview 
restaurant in Spencerport. See Irv, or Paul either at the regular 
meeting, or Friday social at the S&S to get your ticket(s). There 


will be door prizes, and we will have a CD loaded with ham- 
related software for all hams in attendance. Seeing K2CS and 
K2AXX enjoying themselves during the award presentations is a 
show in itself. It is my understanding that the RVHF group will be 
awarding the W2UTH Memorial Award. Additionally, our group 
will present the KE2WK award this year to a very worthy 
recipient. Please make the effort to attend. 


That’s it for now. The clock on the machine tells me that lunch is 
over. Time to zap this off to Mike, who by now is probably 
flooding my home email with requests (or demands?) for my 
column. 


April Contests 


Kids Roundup; SSB -------------------------------------------- 1, 2 April 
EA RTTY --------------------------------------------22--------- 1, 2 April 
SP DX, CW, SSB---------------------------------------22------ 1, 2 April 
Japan Int’]. DX; CW ------------------------------------------- 8, 9 April 
Holyland DX; CW, SSB---------------------------------------- 15 April 
ES Open HF Championship; CW, SSB ---------------------- 15 April 
SP DX RTTY ----------------------------------2 202-222 2025-- 22, 23 April 


ttp://www.sk3bg.se/contest/index.ht 


More Contest Info 


May Contests 

ARI Int’. DX Contest, SSB, CW, RTTY -------------------- 6, 7 May 
Alessandro Volta RTTY DX Contest, RTTY------------- 13, 14 May 
FISTS Spring Sprint, CW --------------------------------------- 13 May 
U.S. Counties QSO Party, SSB ----------------------------- 20, 21 May 
CQ WW WPX, CW ----------------------------- 2-22-2222 -= 27, 28 May 
DX Logbook Chris Shalvoy - K2CS 


Atlantic Division DXAC 


If you’re planning to attend this year’s 
Dayton event, here’s a reminder that DXCC 
staff and approved card checkers will be 
checking cards at the Dayton Hamvention 
from May 19-21, 2006. Checking will be 
done during all operating hours of the 
convention. Here are some guidelines that 
will help make processing go quick and easy. 


e There is a 120 card limit per applicant. Larger applications may be 
checked as time is available after all other applications are finished. 


e Cards must be sorted first by band, then by mode. Cards with more 
than one QSO should be placed together at the end of the 
application. Do not sort cards alphanumerically. 


e Prepare all paperwork ahead of time. 


e The record sheet is required when submitting cards at Dayton. Use 
the latest application form available at 
www.arrLorg/awards/dxcc. Fill in all fields on the record sheet. 


e Write clearly and concisely. 


e There are no restrictions on what can be checked. (Cards for 160 
meters, deleted entities and cards more than ten calendar years old 
can be checked.) 


e We will not bring applications with cards back to ARRL HQ. All 
cards must be checked and claimed in Dayton. 


e For those submitting a hybrid application (LoTW and paper credits 
combined), the LoTW application must be in the LoTW system by 
7:30 AM EDT Monday morning, May 22. 


e If you do a hybrid application, you must note on the LoTW 
application that a paper application is being made. You must also 
note on your paper application that you will be submitting a LoTW 
application by checking the appropriate box. 


e We will check cards for other ARRL awards, WAS, VUCC, WAC. 


Elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter you will find a listing of 
confirmed QSOs for DXCC for W2RDX. At present we have 53 
entities confirmed. We still are awaiting one more for WAS. 


Propagation AD5Q’s notes from Cycle 22, Apr 1995 
Solar Flux Range-------------------------------------------- 67 - 92 


Declining Solar Flux - As I write this, solar fluxes are in the low 
70s as we look for seasonal improvement in the polar windows on 
20m. There is a big difference between a 70 and a 90 flux, and we 
can still anticipate periods each month when the numbers are 
closer to the 90 level. Eventually we will get used to them being in 
the low 70s most of the time. In any case, we look forward to 20m 
conditions in late Spring because they are the best we will get for 
the next few years. This is the peak season for nightpath work on 
higher frequencies. At the high end of the cycle, this is when 15m 
becomes an awesome night band. Now it is almost totally dead. 


Low Bands - Late April and May is when the evening paths really 
open up. When fluxes are at rock bottom, the window into deep 
(southern) Asia is only about a half hour long. Paths to Russia and 
Siberia become quite reliable. Any improvement in flux will 
broaden the coverage of this band opening as well as its duration. 
Since it is still early spring, 20m closes down soon after sunset 
unless we get some help from the solar flux. This means DXers 
move back to 40m and 80m for their prime time DX. Signals are 
weakening on 80m, and the shorter nights are affecting the 
duration of northern latitude openings on 40m. The sunrise sweep 
across Russia and Europe happens earlier in our evening and no 
longer occurs after midnight. This is when signals peak. 


High Bands - In the morning we get the other end of the 20m 
window. There is some daypath activity to Europe with good polar 
conditions to Russia and Siberia. As the season progresses, the 
grey line will tilt increasingly toward the west and open a nice path 
to the far east. Some Asian stations are already workable in the 
morning, but not in great quantity. We tune for the exotic stuff, 
ideally zone 26. During the summer, morning signals from BV and 
VS6 will become quite common. 


There is still hope for 15m, but only on days when flux levels rise 
above the 70s. Openings to Europe are usually marginal. A better 
daypath band is 17m, and many DXers are already moving there 
after the windows close on 20m in the moming. The 30m WARC 
band is good to check out for long haul openings in the evening, 
after 20m dies. 


73, de Roy - AD5Q / Houston 
http://www.qth.com/ad5q 


Ever wonder about the origin of “Gin” in gin pole? “Gin” as in 
enGINe comes from Middle English and refers to any mechanical 
device that transfers energy into movement. The term “gin pole” 
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refers to a device used to lift or hoist heavy loads, derived mostly 
from those used in mining. (Thanks, Bill K4XS) 


Twenty-seven Day Space Weather Outlook Table 


Issued 2006 Apr 11 US Dept. of Commerce NOAA 
UT Date 10.7cm Planetary A | Largest Kp 
Radio Flux Index Index 

2006 Apr 12 80 8 3 

2006 Apr 13 85 10 3 

2006 Apr 14 85 25 5 

2006 Apr 15 80 30 5 

2006 Apr 16 80 20 4 

2006 Apr 17 80 15 3 

2006 Apr 18 75 10 3 

2006 Apr 19 75 5 2 

2006 Apr 20 75 5 2 

2006 Apr ot ZS us < Di N2CK: Dave's setup includ 1C-765 with 250 Hz CW filters. A 

ave, : Dave's setup includes an |C-765 wi z ilters. Am 

ae Abn = s = ; is a Heathkit SB-200. Gomputer is a N2VJB “special.” : 
2006 Apr 24 95 8 3 

2006 Apr 25 100 8 3 

2006 Apr 26 100 8 3 

2006 Apr 27 100 5 2 

2006 Apr 28 100 5 2 

2006 Apr 29 100 8 3 

2006 Apr 30 100 8 3 

2006 May 01 100 8 3 

2006 May 02 100 20 4 

2006 May 03 100 12 3 

2006 May 04 95 10 3 

2006 May 05 90 5 2 

2006 May 06 90 25 5 

2006 May 07 85 15 3 

2006 May 08 80 8 3 


For more see: fhttp://www.sel.noaa.gov/Data/index.html#alerts 


N2CK yagi: On the roof of the house is a Mosley Classic 33 tribander. | 
purchased a longer mast because | intend to either make or buy a rotatable 
dipole for 12/17 meters which | want to mount above. 


In the Shack 


As the saying goes, “A picture is worth a thousand words.” With 
this in mind, we continue our In the Shack column this month with 
more photos of RDXA members’ shacks, antennas, etc. Note that I 
did receive a hard copy photo from one member, and just did not 
have the time to convert to electronic form for inclusion this 
month. My apologies. I will get this in next month’s issue. 
Herewith, more RDXA shacks, as well as an interesting photo 
submitted by K2CS. Ed. 


> = N2CK shack grounding: On the antenna ground panel, top to bottom are 
Mike, N1OKL: Work in progress in the N1OKL shack. I’m in the process of the tribander, vertical, and alpha-delta wire antenna. Down in the lower 
building a ‘universal’ PC interface for rig control, FSK, PTT, and CW keying right is the polyphaser for the rotor which is not (yet) hooked up. 

for MMTTY and N1MM Logger. It's running great on the breadboard and the 

next phase is to transfer it to a pc board and enclosure...without breaking it! 
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N2CK vertical: The Gap Titan on his garage roof gives Dave 10-80m 
coverage, including the WARC bands, and low-angle takeoff for DX. 
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Chris, K2CS: in the early 80s at the Miller Brewing Company, Baldwinsville 
(Syracuse) NY. The dishes are 10gHz and were built by RCA to transmit line 
of site video signals to cameras around the brewery. Ironically enough, | 
spied these dishes many years later at one of the hamfests | attended, as 
they made their way into the ham radio VHF world. 


Combined RDXA - RVHFG Banquet Announcement 


We’ve reserved the same place as last year: the Pineview Family 
Restaurant in Spencerport, and we held the line on prices; it will be 
$20 per person, as it was last year. The date is Saturday, April 22. 
The cash bar begins at 18:00, with dinner at 19:00. Both clubs will 
be presenting awards, and we expect to have a great selection of 
door prizes, as well! Plan to bring your spouse/significant other. I 
think the spouses had as good a time as the hams at last year’s 
banquet! Tickets are now available; see Paul N2OPW, Irv AF2K, 
or any other club officer for tickets. Don’t wait till the last minute. 
The place can hold 80 people, and once both clubs have sold 80 
tickets, that’s it! 


Rochester VHF Group 
And 


Rochester DX Association 


Annual Awards Banquet 


Saturday, 22 April 2006 


Pineview Family Restaurant 
2139 N. Union Street 
Barefoot Landing Plaza 
Spencerport, NY 
1 $ miles North of Rte. 259/531 interchange. 
Union St. is Rte. 259 
18:00 local - Cash Bar 
19:00 local - Buffet Dinner 
Awesome Door prizes Drawing! 


Tickets $20 per person 
Available from AF2K and NZOPW 
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W2RDX DXCC Progress: Yellow =cards received; Red =LoTW confirmations 
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By Chris Shalvoy - K2CS, RDXA DX Chairman 
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ROCHESTER DX ASSOCIATION 
W2RDX 


This Bulletin is a the official organ of the Rochester DX 
Association and is published monthly, September through June. 
Email your articles, tidbits, ham ads, etc. to Mike, N1OKL at 
the addresses below by the first Tuesday of the month for 
inclusion in that month’s issue. 


All those with an interest in amateur radio and DXing and 
contesting are cordially invited to any meeting and to join 
RDXA. Meetings are held at 19:30 local time on the 3" Tuesday 
of each month, September through June. 


President ------------------------------------ Dave Wright — N2CK 
n2ck@arrl.net 

Vice President-------------------------------- Vic Gauvin — K1PY 
k1py@frontiernet.net 

Sec/Treasurer ---------------------- Charles Kuhfuss - WB2HJV 


wb2hjv@rochester.1r.com 


Board of Directors 


Paul Meyers — N2OPW--------------------------- n2opw@gsl.net 
Gene Fuller — W2LU--------------------- w2lu@rochester.1r.com 
Paul Mackanos — K2DB ----------- paul@prohomeinspector.net 
Rick Mintz — WITY -------------------------------- wity@arrl.net 


Appointed Positions 


DX Chairman ------------------------------- Chris Shalvoy, K2CS 
Packet Cluster Sys Op ------------------------ Bob Hunter, NG2P 
Webmaster -------------------------------------- Scott Hoag, K2ZS 


NG2P Packet Cluster ------------------------------ 144.910 MHz 
Telnet: 66.67.220.251 / Port 7300 


Newsletter Editor 


Mike Rundle, N1OKL --------------- rundlem@kpgraphics.com 
Alternate email: nlokl@pcilearn.com 


Dues ($15 / year) and Correspondence to: 
Charles Kuhfuss, WB2HJV 

55 Stoney Path Lane 

Rochester, NY 14626 


Professional Home Inspection 


Paul Mackanos - K2DB 
20 Sumac Way 
Fairport, NY 14450 


800.822.7579 
585.223.4230 


ww.paulmackanos.com 
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